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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean SD Max Mark FF Attempt %

1 746 6.1 2.1 8 76.7 100

GCSE Psychology Unit 2 4432-01

Question
N w H (6, ()] ~

Juny

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Facility Factor %



ebbswm
Line

ebbswm
Line

ebbswm
Line

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.


Teachers at a primary school decided to use Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development in
their teaching. They used Vygotsky’s ideas when teaching one group of Year 5 students. They
compared the students’ progress to another Year 5 class (a control group) that were not using
Vygotsky’s ideas. They measured the progress in reading of both groups over a period of one

school term.

The findings are shown in the table below.

Using Vygotsky’s ideas

Control (not using Vygotsky’s ideas)

Mean increase scores in
reading

1.4

0.6

(a)  This study was an experiment.

(1) Identify the independent variable (IV).

(i) Identify the dependent variable (DV).

(b) This experiment used an independent groups design. Explain why the independent
groups design was chosen.

2]
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(d) (1) Explain one advantage of using experiments as a method of investigation in
psychology. (2]

(i) Explain one disadvantage of using experiments as a method of investigation in
psychology. (2]
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Sticky Note
A very strong answer throughout.

Sticky Note
Advantage/disadvantage identified and a description of why this is a strength/weakness.

Sticky Note
Whilst including accurate and well written details this does not receive full credit as the focus is on the principles rather than the techniques of following the ideas.

otherwise a very strong answer.




Sticky Note
A very strong answer throughout.




Sticky Note
Two point require two parts to the answer - identify the advantage/disadvantage and then explain HOW a weakness/strength.

Sticky Note
This is an example where the candidate clearly knows and understands the work of Vygotsky to a very high level. However, the first part of their answer is unnecessary to answer the question . Care should be taken in writing 'everything I know about ...' as there may be significant time wasted at the cost of other questions.
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5. (a) List four symptoms of uni-polar depression. [4] oy
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(c¢) Discuss the effectiveness of the biological approach in treating mental illness. [6]
14
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Sticky Note
This answer has given evaluative commentary without including any facts and can therefore not be given credit.

Sticky Note
Questions asking for a list should ensure that the answers are clearly distinct. For example in this situation giving 'increase in sleep' and 'decrease in sleep' separately would not have been credited twice.
DSM V was used as the basis for deciding what would be included or not here www.dsm5.org/Pages/Default.aspx




Sticky Note
This answer has included too much descriptive information without always focusing on the evaluation and the mark is therefore not reaching the top band. 
This is exam technique which is a crucial part of the teaching also.




Sticky Note
Good list with clear differentiation between each item listed.

Sticky Note
The use of appropriate terminology here has allowed credit. 




Sticky Note
This candidate has understood that there are various methods which are covered by the biological approach and attempting to deal with all of these would ensure a range to get into the top band.

Sticky Note
Limited evaluation and very much describing without going on to make a comment. 




Sticky Note
An example here would be good practice and way of moving the marks upwards.

Sticky Note
It seems as if a word is missing here? 

Sticky Note
This answer scores well as focus is on the evaluation. 
The mark could have been increased by ensuring fuller explanation at times which would demonstrate a deeper level of understanding.


7.

(a)

14

Describe one characteristic of each of the following stages from Piaget’s theory of
cognitive development.

(i) The sensori-motor stage. [2]
(1) The pre-operational stage. [2]
(i)  The formal operational stage. 2]
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(b)  Evaluate Piaget’s theory of cognitive development. [6] o
12
END OF PAPER
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Sticky Note
Additional lines were included for the extended answers in this year's booklets. However, the stronger candidates continued to answer beyond these. Of course dependent on size of handwriting there is no need for much extra as this may impact on the timing of the whole paper.

Sticky Note
A fluent and flowing response which is able to go from one point to the next effortlessly. Whilst this is an excellent answer it is not necessary to ensure this coherence. Following the PEEL method of answering could work just as well (done 3-4 times)




anghae
Sticky Note
Confusion between the stages. Key words need to be learnt at each stage - tricks such as mnemonics may be useful here.

anghae
Sticky Note
This an example of a question where attention to detail was needed to ensure that the correct information was applied. Some candidates has clearly learnt all four stages in chronological order and therefore the exclusion of the concrete operational stage threw some as their description of the formal operational was muddled.




anghae
Sticky Note
Very limited marks here as the focus is on describing rather than evaluative commentary.
Generic evaluations could be taught for many of the key studies and theories which may be used by weaker candidates to gain some credit.
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Question AO1 AO2 AO3 TOTAL
2 0 7 6 13
Question Answer Marks
2. (@) (i) IV = Teaching technique OR Following Vygotsky 1
0 marks Inappropriate or no answer
(i) DV = Progress (in reading) over a term 1
0 marks Inappropriate or no answer
(b) Possible answer: 2
* When they have improved their reading skills their new
skills cannot be unlearnt to re-do the test.
» Different participants in the two groups.
2 marks Full explanation given with link to scenario
1 mark Basic explanation given
0 marks Inappropriate or no answer given.
(© Possible answer 2
* Teaching following Vygotsky’s ideas seem to have a
positive effect on reading (compared to the control)
2 marks Full conclusion given
1 mark Basic explanation given
0 marks Inappropriate or no conclusion given
(d) () Possible answers: 2
* Can observe if there is a cause and effect
relationship (2)
¢ High experimental validity due to manipulating of
independent variable
* Advantage of field experiment
2 marks Detailed description of advantage
1 mark Basic description of advantage 2
0 marks Inappropriate advantage or no answer.
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Question Answer Marks
(i) Possible answers: 2
* Low ecological validity
* Demand characteristics
2 marks One detailed disadvantage described
1 mark One basic disadvantage described
0 marks Inappropriate disadvantage or no answer
(e) Possible answers: 3
* Difference between what a learner can do without help
and what he or she can do with help
* Reference to scaffolding
e  Teacher or more competent peer gives aid to the
student in her/his learning
*  Moving the child from their zone of proximal
development through interaction with peers and adults
e Any other relevant point
3 marks Detailed answer.
2 marks Limited answer.
1 mark Basic/muddled answer.
0 marks Inappropriate or no answer.
Total 13
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Question AO1 AO2 AO3 TOTAL
5 4 4 6 14
Question Answer Marks
5. (@) | One mark for each of the following (max 4 marks) 4
* Suicidal thoughts
* Loss of interest or pleasure in everyday activities
* Depressed mood
+ Drop in concentration levels
* Poor memory
*  Weight loss
*  Weight gain
* Insomnia
* Hypersomnia
+ Fatigue or loss of energy
* Helplessness
* Hopelessness
* Reduced self esteem
* Any other relevant symptom
0 marks - inappropriate or no answetr.
(b) Possible answer: 4

Effect of chemicals in the brain at synapses
Increase/decrease in levels of neurotransmitters at
synaptic gap

Name a specific drug for treatment of a specific iliness
(e.g. SSRIs (Prozac) treats depression)

Any other relevant point

4 marks Accurate and detailed description with
appropriate use of terminology.

3 marks Detailed description with appropriate use of
terminology, may be some inaccuracies.

2 marks Basic description with few terms used.

1 mark Very limited or muddled description with no
terminology

0 marks Inappropriate or no answer.
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Question Answer Marks
(© Possible answer: 6
* Rate and success of use
+ Side effects
* Dependency
* Treating symptoms rather than the cause
* Research about it's success compared with other
approaches
* Any other relevant point

No credit given for explaining how drugs work without

evaluation.

5-6 marks Information is selected illustrating range and
depth of discussion, though not necessarily in
equal measure. Information is very well
organised and communication is highly
appropriate. There is very good use of specialist
terms with few errors, in spelling, punctuation
and grammar.

3-4marks Some relevant information is selected,
illustrating either range or depth of discussion.
Information is well organised and ideas are
expressed in a logical manner. There is good
use of specialist terms and some errors in
spelling, punctuation and grammar.

1-2marks  Basic/simple information is selected OR
response is muddled. Information is poorly
organised. There is limited use of specialist
terminology/vocabulary and frequent errors in
spelling, punctuation and grammar.

0 marks Inappropriate or no answer.

Total 14
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Question AO1 AO2 AO3 TOTAL
7 6 6 0 12
Question Answer Marks
7. (@ (i) Possible answer: 2
» Differentiates self from objects
» Recognises self as agent of action and begins to act
intentionally, e.g. shakes a rattle to make a noise
* Object permanence is achieved at the end of this stage
* Any other relevant point
2 marks Characteristic fully described
1 mark Characteristic basically described
0 marks Inappropriate or no answer
(ii) Possible answer: 2
* Learns to use language and to represent object by
images and words
« Thinking is still egocentric has difficulty taking the
viewpoint of others
» Classifies objects by a single feature, e.g. groups
together all the red blocks regardless of shape or all
the square blocks regardless of colour
* Any other relevant description
2 marks Characteristic fully described
1 mark Characteristic basically described
0 marks Inappropriate or no answer
(iii) Possible answer: 2

*  Can think logically about abstract propositions and
test hypotheses systematically

. Becomes concerned with the hypothetical, the future,
and ideological problems

*  Any other relevant description

2 marks Characteristic fully described
1 mark Characteristic basically described
0 marks Inappropriate or no answer
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Question Answer Marks
(b) | Possible answer: 6
* An argument about how children obtain skills prior to
the stage stated by Piaget, e.g. very young children
have been shown to have object permanence
* Any research the supports or challenges the theory
» Adiscussion of it's effect on education
* Discussion on Piaget’s research methods, e.g.
experimenter bias
* Any other relevant point
5-6 marks Information is selected illustrating range and
depth of discussion, though not necessarily in
equal measure. Information is very well
organised and communication is highly
appropriate. There is very good use of
specialist terms with few errors, in spelling,
punctuation and grammar.
3-4marks Some relevant information is selected,
illustrating either range or depth of discussion.
Information is well organised and ideas are
expressed in a logical manner. There is good
use of specialist terms and some errors in
spelling, punctuation and grammar.
1-2marks Basic/simple information is selected OR
response is muddled. Information is poorly
organised. There is limited use of specialist
terminology/vocabulary and frequent errors in
spelling, punctuation and grammar.
0 marks Inappropriate or no answer.
Total 12
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